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At Jantar Mantar, Kapil Sibal launches a ‘non-electoral’
political platform

The Rajya Sabha MP spoke about the need to bring forth
a people's movement for justice and said that the
"foundation of Constitution is justice... economic, social
and political."
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Sibal spoke about the need to bring forth a people's movement for justice and said that the
"foundation of Constitution is justice... economic, social and political.”

Launching a “non-electoral” political platform, ‘Insaaf’, at Jantar Mantar on Saturday, Rajya
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal spoke out against the recent raids on opposition party members, the
collapse of elected governments and incidents of lynching as he stressed on the importance of
justice.

Sibal spoke about the need to bring forth a people’s movement for justice and said that the
“foundation of Constitution is justice... economic, social and political.”

Talking about political justice,Sibal said, “You bring down an elected government. The
Governor is yours, the speaker of yours, there is no interference from the courts. They have
brought down eight elected governments like this. Have you heard of this happening
elsewhere that an elected government is brought down? This is not political justice.”


https://indianexpress.com/agency/express-news-service/

Sibal then spoke CBI and ED arrests of opposition members.

“When the ED looks at India’s map they look at it with a bizzare view point, they only look
at those states where opposition party has a government,” Sibal said.

“Think of the Constitution as a vehicle. Modi ji is the driver, one wheel is the parliament, the
second wheel is the election commission, and the third wheel is the executive, that is in their
possession, the fourth wheel is the judiciary they are trying to get that in their possession.
When the driver has possesion of all wheels, then the ED will say you can go anywhere.
What kind of democracy is this? What kind of India will we make in the future ?

He also spoke about the recent incidents of lynching: “Look at what is happening in Bihar,
some people were lynched there, look at what is happening in Haryana... two people were
burnt, people come into Universities to do violence. You will lock up students in UAPA?”

Talking about the economic justice, Sibal said, “Perhaps you don’t know this; there are 80
crore peoplein this country, whose salary per month is less than Rs 5,000.”

“The India right is now Modi’s India, it is Amit Shah’s India, it is RSS’s India. Tomorrow’s
India will make it an India for everyone... the country’s wealth is not made by Industrialists,
they make their wealth and go abroad. When young people go to Universities, they think of
change, how to make a scientific change... the violence which we see in our Universities,
then how do we see the birth of intellectual property? You put your own RSS vice-chancellor,
that standard of education that you want, you will not get. | want to bat for an alternative
vision for India.”
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Kapil Sibal announces new platform
'Insaaf’ to fight 'injustice’ in India
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Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal addresses an unveiling ceremony of a new vision for India for
the future, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, Saturday, March 11, 2023. Sibal has also launched
a platform 'Insaaf Ke Sipahi'. (Photo: PTI)

NEW DELHI: Alleging that a government working against the citizens is at the helm, Rajya
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal on Saturday announced a new platform 'Insaaf' to fight "injustice"
prevailing in the country and called on everyone, including Opposition parties' chief ministers
and leaders, to support him in his endeavour.

Sibal said he would hold a public meeting of the new platform at Jantar Mantar on March 11
and will put forward a new vision of India there. He said it was an open invitation for
everyone, including opposition leaders and common people, to join him at the event.

"Will give a new vision of India, a positive agenda. Main koi Modi ji ko criticise nahi karne
baitha, main unko sudhaar doonga (I am not here to criticise Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
but will reform him)," he said at a press conference at his residence.

Sibal alleged that injustice is prevailing in every nook and corner of India.

Injustice is being done to citizens, institutions, political Opposition, journalists, teachers, and
medium and small businesses, he claimed.



"We have started a website 'Insaaf ke Sipahi' where anyone can register. This will be a
national level platform where lawyers will be at the forefront,” the former Congress leader
said.

"It is with great deliberation that | have decided that people need to be awakened and asked to
become our 'Insaaf ke Sipahi' and wherever injustice is happening, they should fight it. I want
all Opposition chief ministers and leaders to support me in this endeavour and we start a
national movement to free ourselves from this slavery," Sibal said.

He said efforts will be made to bring Opposition leaders and parties to jointly fight injustice
in the country, but asserted that his motives were not political but to fight for constitutional
values.

Sibal, who had been a Union minister during the UPA 1 and |1, had quit the Congress in May
last year and was elected to Rajya Sabha as an independent with the support of the
Samajwadi Party.

The initiative by Sibal, who is considered an important voice of the Opposition, and his talk
of bringing parties and leaders together for the "fight against injustice” comes amid a crack in
Opposition ranks with the Congress and Trinamool Congress (TMC) trading barbs
repeatedly.

"Through you (media) I am requesting everyone to be part of this, then we will take this
forward," he said.

Responding to a question, Sibal said he wants the Congress also to join the initiative but
asserted that this was aimed at being a people's movement and he was not going to form any
political party.

Sibal said common people and lawyers together will fight against injustice through this
initiative.

"The RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) shakhas spread their ideology in every locality
and that ideology also gives rise to injustice in certain cases. We will fight that injustice also.
We want that in every nook and corner of the country ‘insaaf ke sipahi' stand up and fight,” he
said.

The former Union minister also launched a scathing attack on the BJP-led government at the
Centre, accusing it to working to finish off political Opposition with the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) acting as its "valentine".

Citing the Premable of the Constitution, Sibal said though India's sovereignty will always
remain, it was not moving on the path of socialism, democracy was on the decline and there
were also questions over the Republic.

The Constitution also promised social, economic and political justice, he pointed out, alleging
that there was "injustice"” prevailing on all the three fronts.

Talking about political injustice, Sibal said the Xth Schedule of the Constitution that deals
with the anti-defection law has become a "defector's paradise”.



"After 2014, they (the BJP) have toppled eight governments be it in Meghalaya, Manipur,
Madhya Pradesh or Maharashtra. Tell me if there is any other country where elected
governments are toppled through inducements and buying of legislators. Courts, lawyers and
people are silent, this is political injustice," he said.

About 100 people in this country have assets worth Rs 54 lakh crore, Sibal claimed and asked
if this was economic justice.

"In 2018, 190 million people were poor and in 2022, the number of poor increased to 350
million," he said.

"The government valentine is ED. You put it behind anyone and coerce that person. CBI
(Central Bureau of Investigation) still needs the nod of the state government but not the ED,"
the senior advocate pointed out.

"The fact of the matter is that we are in a situation that we see a government versus the
citizens. We want a government for citizens not versus citizens," Sibal asserted.

The ED has acted against 121 people in recent times out of which 115 belong to the
Opposition, he said.

Such violence is prevailing in the country and until common people rise to fight it, "we are in
for a difficult time", Sibal said.

"There are some good things about every administration. If | say that what Modi ji is doing
everything is wrong even that is not right. Digitalisation is right, 'Awas Yojana' is right, there
are several policies, we are not against that. But wherever people's voice is suppressed and
wherever injustice is being done, we are against it," he said.

On the 'Insaaf' platform, he asserted that this was not political but about justice, asserting that
no one will oppose this including Modi.

Asked about forging Opposition unity through this initiative, Sibal said he will make efforts
and take it forward.

"I will ask Opposition parties’ CMs and wherever not in government, their leaders to go to
various states such as Maharashtra, Jharkhand Chhattisgarh, to Akhilesh Yadav in Uttar
Pradesh and talk about justice," Sibal said that he was only acting as a "facilitating factor"” for
the 'Insaaf’ initiative.
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Tax exemption for building girls’ schools to penalty for
defectors — Sibal’s Insaf collective makes 6 demands

Former Congress leader & now independent Rajya Sabha
MP, Kapil Sibal had announced the platform a week ago
& on Saturday also demanded 4 constitutional courts of
appeal in all regions.

Ishadrita Lahiri
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Kapil Sibal at Saturday's event | Photo: Ishadrita Lahiri | ThePrint

New Delhi: From exemption under section 80G of the Income Tax Act to industrialists who
build schools for girls, to four constitutional courts of appeal in all regions — independent
Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal Saturday laid down six demands to be made to the government
by his new citizens’ collective called ‘Insaaf’.

The former Congress leader also sought a five-year bar on contesting elections for defectors,
who left one political party for another.

Sibal, who had announced the platform a week ago, reiterated that lawyers would be at the
“forefront” of the platform. Present with him on stage, as he laid down the demands, was

lawyer and former party colleague, Congress leader and MP Vivek Tankha.
Tankha and Sibal were both part of the Congress’ G-23 group, which had written a letter to
then party president Sonia Gandhi in 2020, demanding reforms within the Congress. Sibal
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thereafter went on to quit the party last year, and became an independent Rajya Sabha MP
with the support of the Samajwadi Party (SP).

In his speech at Jantar Mantar Saturday evening, Sibal delineated goals that the platform
seeks to achieve in education, health, political and legal sectors.

Before ending his speech, Sibal announced that he and Tankha will take the movement
forward and that the next public meeting of ‘Insaat” will probably be held in Madhya
Pradesh.

“This is the beginning. We appeal to all bar associations in all states to become ‘Insaaf Ke
Sipahi’. Wherever there is injustice, they should fight against it. If required, they should fight
in court. We will also talk to political parties and ask their people to become Insaaf Ke
Sipahi, irrespective of party”, he added.

For his first demand, Sibal pointed towards “low salaries” earned by teachers in both
government and private schools.

“There are 91 lakh government teachers in our country and their salary is 25 thousand. That
of private teachers in 12 thousand. Almost 40 per cent of teachers have no contract. So, how
will your kids study? If someone is earning 12 thousand rupees and their expense is 14
thousand rupees, will they worry about their salary or the children. What will they teach your
kids?”, he asked.

Sibal then went on to demand that salaries for school teachers across the nation be fixed at Rs
50,000 a month.

Further, talking about the need to introduce educational reforms, Sibal said that more schools
should be set up for girl students.

“Industrialists who build such schools should be given 80G tax exemption”, he said, placing
his second demand from the government.

Sibal proposed that since many among the youth prefer to start earning after passing school,
to facilitate this, factory owners should be incentivised to train class 12 passouts in their
factories and then absorb them. Sibal proposed a 80G exemption also for those who followed
this as his third demand.

For his fourth demand, Sibal spoke about the anti-defection law, which penalises elected
members of Parliament for leaving one party for another, adding that eight elected state
governments had been made to fall by the Bharatiya Janata Party with the support of
defectors.

“Those people who defect to other parties should not have the permission to contest elections
for five years. They should not get any public post or support from the government for five
years”, he said.

Sibal added: “If Modi does this then from tomorrow defections will stop. But they won’t
because injustice runs in their veins.”

As his fifth demand, Sibal spoke about the tyranny of distance for those seeking redress on
constitutional grounds.

“There should be four courts of appeals in this country. People from Arunachal or Kerala
can’t come to the SC (Supreme Court) in Delhi. In all regions there should be a final court of
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appeal after HC (High Court). And this court should just be a 13-judge constitutional court”,
he said.

Sibal’s final demand was one he’d stated in an interview to ThePrint earlier this week.

Commenting on the ongoing controversy over the collegium system of appointing judges,
Sibal said, “The Law Minister is saying that the government will decide who will become
judge and judges say our collegium will decide. Both are problematic. There must be a third,
consensus-based option.”

(Edited by Poulomi Banerjee)


https://theprint.in/politics/kapil-sibals-agenda-for-his-platform-insaaf-counter-to-rss-shakhas-idea-of-india-different-from-modis/1429577/?amp

Times of India

“Blood of injustice runs in his body...” Kapil Sibal
launches blistering jibe at PM Modi

Mar 11, 2023, 11:58PM ISTSource: ANI

Former Union Minister and Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament Kapil Sibal on March 11
addressed the gathering at Jantar Mantar in Delhi. While addressing the gathering he
launched a blistering jibe at Prime Minister Narendra Modi and said that the blood of
injustice runs in Modi’s body. Kapil Sibal said, “If someone is defecting and changing party,
then he should not be permitted for any public post. Neither he should be given support from
government. If PM Modi do this, there would be no defection. But they won’t do. Because
the blood of injustice runs in Modi's body and with this, they are running government.”
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Defectors should be banned from becoming
ministers: Kapil Sibal
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New Delhi: After Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal last week announced a new platform, ‘Insaaf’,
and a website, ‘Insaaf Ke Sipahi’, to fight the ‘injustice prevailing in the country under the
BJP-led government’, the senior lawyer on Saturday held a meeting at Jantar Mantar to
launch the initiative.

Sibal launched this platform in the presence of Congress Rajya Sabha MP Vivek Tankha,
which is intended to help people rise in the fight against injustice with lawyers at the
forefront of the initiative.

Addressing the gathering, Sibal referred to the raids conducted at the premises of RJD chief
Lalu Prasad and his family members, and claimed that the operation was BJP’s response to
losing power in Bihar.

Sibal said: “You can see what is happening in Bihar. They felt Tejashwi Yadav and JD-U are
coming together. It’s been years since Lalu Prasad has been the Chief Minister of Bihar. They
came to remember the case all of a sudden.”

Talking about the recent raids by probe agencies, Sibal said: “The ED sees the Indian map in
a different way. They see only the opposition ruled states, they don’t go to BJP ruled states.”
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Focusing on his initiative, Sibal said: “Every political party has its own ideology, but when
you read the preamble of the Constitution, the basis of it is justice.”

Sibal also pointed out the prevalence of defectors becoming ministers, and went on to accuse
the BJP of buying MLAs, and destabilising opposition governments in different states.

“What kind of politics is this? Defectors are become ministers... Those who defect from their
party should be banned from becoming ministers or fighting elections for five years,” Sibal
said.

Sibal also demanded for Rs 50,000 salary for school teachers, free education for women, and
cheap healthcare, and more.

About Sibal’s national-level platform, Tankha said: “Everyone wants justice, but there are
very few who can fight for it. This will become the voice of 133 crore Indians. We hope that
it will transform into a people’s movement.”

Those who want to combat injustice can register on the website insaafkesipahi.co.in, Sibal
said.

—IANS
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Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal announces new platform to
fight ‘injustice’ in India

Seeks support of Opposition CMs and leaders for his
initiative

Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal. PTI file
New Delhi, March 4

Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal on Saturday announced a new platform to fight
“injustice” prevailing in the country under the BJP-led government, calling on
everyone, including opposition chief ministers and leaders, to support him in his
endeavour.

Addressing a press conference here, Sibal said he was launching the platform
“Insaaf” and a website “Insaaf ke sipahi” to help people rise in the fight against
injustice with lawyers at the forefront of the initiative.

He said on March 11, he will hold a meeting of the initiative at Jantar Mantar
where he will put forward a vision for India.

Sibal said it was an open invitation for everyone, including opposition leaders and
common people, to join him at the event.

He sought the support of opposition chief ministers and leaders for his initiative.

“This will be a national level platform where lawyers will be at the forefront. RSS
shakhas have also been spreading their ideology in every locality which gives rise
to injustice. We will fight that injustice also,” he said.



The senior advocate said this was a people’s platform and dismissed suggestions
that he was launching any political party.
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